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can’t have a presidential campaign that way. 
So it was 3 out of Iowa and 2 out of New 
Hampshire. 

I think this time they are going to carry 4 
out of New Hampshire. And one reason is be-
cause the rules have changed about fund-
raising. So hopefully more Americans will 
have a chance to participate in the system 
and will get a chance to run through the 
southern primaries and on into the conven-
tion. So it ought to be an interesting year. 

I’d like to talk just a minute about higher 
education and some of the things that I hope 
we could do. Then I’ll be glad to take up to 
3 questions you’d like to ask me. I’ll be glad 
and try to respond to them if there’s some-
thing you want to say to me. First—thank 
you for the work you do to help students 
have a chance to participate in what still is 
the best system of colleges and universities 
in the world. We have millions of families 
every year who still fill out their student aid 
application forms. It’s a large number. 

Here is what our committee, which is the 
Senate’s education committee, will be doing. 
As Ron said, for the last year our major pri-
ority was elementary and secondary edu-
cation. We tackled fixing No Child Left Be-
hind which was 7 years overdue, and filled 
with partisan problems. It’s like higher edu-
cation but even more so. In fact—with ele-
mentary and secondary education it’s like 
going to a University of Tennessee football 
game—you’ve got 100,000 people in the stands 
and every single one of them played football 
and is an expert and knows what plays to 
call and usually wants to call it. Well it’s the 
same thing with elementary and secondary 
education—you have 50 million students, and 
3.5 million teachers and parents. And every-
body has got an idea—whether it’s 
transgender bathrooms—they all want to put 
it in the bill. But all these things could sink 
the bill in a minute. And I will compliment 
Senator Patty Murray of Washington be-
cause she and I worked together and we got 
a result and the president to sign the bill. 
Fundamentally, it was a major change be-
cause it basically says ‘‘sure we want to 
know how the students are doing so the fed-
eral government will require you to take 17 
tests between the 3rd grade and senior year.’’ 

Then you report that to see how the stu-
dents are doing. And you disaggregate it so 
you can see if the African American kids or 
the white kids or the Latino kids are being 
left behind. But after that, the decisions 
about what to do about the results of the 
tests—if you’re a 4th grade teacher in Frank-
lin—that’s your business. That’s the state of 
Tennessee’s business. So if you want the 
common core academic standard you can 
have it. If you don’t want it then you don’t 
have to have it. That’s not anything the 
United States Secretary of Education is 
going to tell you. It’s not going to tell you 
what the test should be, how to evaluate the 
test, what the accountability system should 
be and how to evaluate the teachers. 

People assume that because I have been a 
big fan of evaluating teachers as Governor 
that I’ll come up here and try to make ev-
erybody do it. It’s just the reverse with me. 
I think people are fed up with Washington 
telling them so much about what to do— 
whether it’s elementary and secondary edu-
cation or in higher education. My goal with 
higher education is to try to deregulate it. 
Try to take the federal rules and regulations 
which just piled up through 8 different reau-
thorizations of the Higher Education Act, 
and simplify them and make them more fair. 
Several years ago I got an appropriations 
bill; a study for how to do that with re-
search, and the head of the University of 
Texas at Austin, chancellor, former chan-
cellor now, had them update me a report. I 
asked the chancellor of Maryland and the 

chancellor at Vanderbilt to lead a group of 
higher education folks to recommend how we 
could make higher education more simple 
and effective: 59 recommendations. A few of 
them the Secretary himself can do. As many 
as we can, maybe 3 dozen of the rest of those, 
we hope to put in a piece of legislation that 
Sen. Mikulski and Bennet from the Demo-
cratic side, and Sen. Burr and from the Re-
publican side will introduce. They all will 
help to save the time and money from this 
jungle of redtape the study would have. 

Another simplification we would like to do 
is with the FAFSA. You know better than al-
most anybody that it’s not necessary to have 
108 questions. In fact we had testimony be-
fore our committee from people that come 
from many different directions that said ba-
sically you only need 2 questions. One was 
‘‘the size of your family?’’ and one was ‘‘your 
amount of income.’’ Well, maybe we don’t 
need only 2 questions, but we need a lot 
fewer questions. I mean you have 20 million 
families filling that out every year. That’s 
an enormous savings of time and money. And 
if we simplify and demystify the forms to 
some degree more students will take advan-
tage of the student aid enrollment. The 
president of Southwest Community College 
in Memphis told me he thinks he loses 1,500 
students every year just from the complexity 
of the FAFSA. And so we are experimenting 
in a whole variety of ways. Parents and 
grandparents asking, ‘‘why do I have to give 
this info to the government again, they’ve 
already got it on my FAFSA?’’ Well, good 
question. Maybe all you need to do is give 
permission to the IRS to send it over and 
you fill out only a few questions. So, simpli-
fying for FAFSA is another thing we have a 
bipartisan agreement on. 

We’d like reduce the number of student 
loans. I’d like to see a single undergraduate 
loan. I think students would be less likely to 
over borrow and less likely to make mis-
takes. And we could use the savings from 
that to provide another thing that I think 
would be helpful and that’s the year-round 
Pell Grant. We have ridiculously complex 
student aid and student aid repayment 
terms. I saw the other day, Bernie Sanders 
had some person up there holding up a sign 
that said she had $90K in student loans and 
she was paying half of her income to pay it 
off every year. Well, as an undergraduate 
loan she doesn’t have to do that. 

If she knew what the existing income- 
based repayment programs are, she wouldn’t 
have to pay half of her income toward loans, 
she would only have to pay 10 or 15 % of her 
income towards it. If she had been working 
for public service she might have it forgiven. 
After 20 to 25 years it would be forgiven. So 
there’s a lot of misinformation about stu-
dent loans and about repayment and our goal 
is to cut it down to two. To have a 10 year 
repayment plan and have an income based 
repayment plan. So you would have two 
choices. 

Fundamentally, if students knew what 
their options were and that they were that 
simple to understand, we’d probably have a 
lot more students take advantage of those 
repayment plans and on the front end a lot 
more students going to college. There are 
other steps we’d like to take. 

The ones I have just described have a lot of 
bipartisan agreement. We’d like to allow stu-
dents to use their income from two years 
ago, called the prior-prior year, to use to fill 
out their financial aid forms. The adminis-
tration agrees with us on that. Other areas 
where we may be able to have a bipartisan 
agreement on in the Senate are campus safe-
ty and sexual assault, accreditation reform, 
giving institutions more authority to coun-
sel students on how much to borrow as a way 
to reduce over borrowing. Having institu-

tions have some skin in the game (or risk 
sharing) as a way to reduce over borrowing. 
So those are some of the areas where we 
should be able to have bipartisan support. 

Now what can we actually get done this 
year?—My goal is as I’ve said to the group 
earlier, the tax payers will pay our salaries 
this year, and I think we ought to just con-
tinue to work. Our number one priority is 
oversight on the elementary and secondary 
education bill we passed last year. The bill’s 
not worth the paper it’s printed on unless 
it’s implement properly and I don’t want the 
Department of Education granting back to 
itself all the decision making authority we 
pushed out of Washington and to the states 
and classroom teachers. So we’re going to be 
watching that very closely and having a 
number of hearings. 

Number two—we have a very important 
biomedical innovation research bill. There’s 
never been a more important time for sci-
entific research The House has passed, the 
president’s interested in precision medicine 
and cancer research. We have a genius, 
Francis Collins, heading the National Insti-
tutes of Health. We want to do our part. So 
that’s going to take some time. 

The third of three top priorities is reau-
thorization of Higher Education Act. 

Maybe we can do it all this year. This year 
is challenging because it’s not only an elec-
tion year, it’s a presidential election year. 
So we have some really interesting proposals 
on higher education from some of the can-
didates. You’ve heard those. And those could 
box things up in the Senate as we try to deal 
with them. 

But we’re going to go ahead and take some 
of these proposals that I’ve just described, 
and bring them through our committee, pass 
them in the House of Representatives, and 
look for opportunities to bring them to the 
Senate floor. 

I’m really proud of what we did in elemen-
tary and secondary education. Because I 
think it’s really good policy. It’s carefully 
written, it was vetted by everybody who is 
involved in the education system, and I 
think it will govern elementary and sec-
ondary education for the next 15–20 years be-
cause it will be difficult to change. 

I’d like to do the same thing for higher 
education. Over the last eight reauthoriza-
tions, the stack of regulations has gone like 
that. I’d like to start the stack of regula-
tions going downward like that. I’d like your 
advice as we begin to do it.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING RUTGERS UNIVER-
SITY-NEWARK DEBATE TEAM 

∑ Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the Rutgers Univer-
sity-Newark debate team for cele-
brating its victory at the National De-
bate Tournament at the University of 
Missouri Kansas City, UMKC. 

The Rutgers University-Newark de-
bate team, founded in 2008, is sponsored 
by the School of Public Affairs and Ad-
ministration and the Office of the 
Chancellor, Newark. They have com-
peted in tournaments hosted by Har-
vard, the U.S. Military Academy, the 
U.S. Naval Academy, and James Madi-
son University and outranked schools 
such as Boston College, Dartmouth, 
and New York University. Director of 
debate, Christopher Kozak, has led the 
team to 3 consecutive years as the 1st- 
ranked team in the Northeast; and in 
the 2014–2015 year, the team was the 
14th-ranked team nationally. 
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Since 2011, the Rutgers University- 

Newark debate team has hosted an 
ever-growing collegiate tournament 
every year and a high school tour-
nament in collaboration with the New-
ark Debate Academy. They support de-
bate from the elementary to high 
school level by offering internships as 
assistant coaches at many local 
schools. RU–N debate team has also 
participated in a series of public de-
bates, including a debate I participated 
in about student debt hosted at Rut-
gers University-Newark. 

From September 11 to 15, the Rutgers 
University-Newark debate team sent 
two teams to the Baby Jo Memorial 
Debate Tournament at UMKC, the first 
national-level debate tournament of 
the season. Programs from the Univer-
sity of Texas, University of Kansas, 
Oklahoma University, the University 
of Iowa, and others participated in the 
tournament as well. 

The team of Nicole Nave and Devane 
Murphy won six of eight of their pre-
liminary debates and were awarded 
6th-place speaker and 11th-place speak-
er, respectively. 

The Rutgers University-Newark de-
bate team entered the elimination 
rounds as the seventh-ranked team and 
continued to the final round to face the 
first-ranked team in the Nation, UC 
Berkeley. By a 2-to-1 decision, the RU– 
N team defeated UC Berkeley to be 
crowned champion. Going into the 
2015–2016 season, this means the Rut-
gers University-Newark team will be 
ranked the No. 1 team in the Nation. 

I am proud to acknowledge this land-
mark achievement in the Rutgers Uni-
versity-Newark Debate Team’s history 
and its efforts to support debate at all 
age levels. 

Thank you.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BEVERLY ANDERSON 
∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Beverly Anderson of 
Conrad, MT, for her incredible gen-
erosity and service to the people of her 
community. Beverly has a huge heart 
for helping those in need and has truly 
cared for those around her. 

Beverly previously worked as an 
emergency dispatcher before taking on 
the many volunteer roles that she now 
serves in. She is head of her commu-
nity’s Salvation Army, serves at the 
food bank every Friday, and volunteers 
for the local abused spouses advocate 
groups, DFS and CASA. 

She has a heart for children as well. 
Every week, she plans crafts and other 
afterschool activities for area students. 
Beverly prioritizes spending time help-
ing underprivileged children and, every 
year, coordinates local efforts to gath-
er school supplies for those in need. 

As a woman of faith, Beverly regu-
larly takes individuals in recovery 
from drug abuse with her to church and 
out to lunch. She visits and prays for 
those who are sick and dying in her 
community and takes a special effort 
to cook food and provide encourage-
ment for the bereaved families. 

During the holiday season, Beverly is 
known to secretly shop for children of 
families in need and gathers people 
across town to participate in a ‘‘knock 
and drop’’ with presents. She also de-
livers turkey dinners to families at 
both Thanksgiving and Christmas. A 
proud parent of two soldiers, Beverly 
gladly promotes every veteran activity 
that takes place in her community and 
helps the VFW send gift boxes to sol-
diers every Christmas. 

I am humbled by Beverly’s heart for 
service and her selfless commitment to 
putting the needs of others before her-
self. She is truly a standout in her 
community and has made Montana a 
much better place. It is with deep grat-
itude that I honor her today.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JESSE DANNELS 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I would 
like to honor Jesse Dannels—a young 
man with a kind smile and a strong 
leader in all aspects of life, who was 
lost from us on February 7, 2016, at the 
age of 18. 

Jesse came into this world on No-
vember 29, 1997, to Robert and Ruth 
Dannels of Chinook, MT. Jesse’s moti-
vation and happy spirit impacted ev-
eryone he met. His love for sports was 
evident in his swimming, football, 
track, and wrestling. He excelled at ev-
erything he did. His teammates were 
not only friends, but brothers. Jesse’s 
willingness to always help others was 
inspiring. He was continually moti-
vating others to do their best, and he 
was there to cheer them on. He will be 
missed by all who knew him. 

Sugarbeeter Nation, I extend my con-
dolences to Jesse’s family, his football 
and wrestling brothers and coaches, to 
Chinook High School, and to the entire 
community of Chinook. May God rest 
his soul.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY GIANCHETTA 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, Larry 
Gianchetta, the dean of the University 
of Montana School of Business, has an-
nounced that he will be retiring at the 
end of this school year. Dean 
Gianchetta has been a part of the Uni-
versity of Montana staff for 41 years 
and has served as dean of the School of 
Business for the past 30 years. 

Dean Gianchetta has been an inspira-
tion not only for his staff, but also for 
his students. Dean Gianchetta is an en-
thusiastic teacher who has instilled an 
excitement for learning and a commit-
ment to service in his staff and stu-
dents. He created positive environment 
for his staff and students, making expe-
riences at the University of Montana 
enjoyable for all. 

Dean Gianchetta made sure the 
school of business could support stu-
dents for generations to come through 
its scholarship program. He worked 
tirelessly to promote the University of 
Montana School of Business Adminis-
tration name to gain the financial sup-
port needed to educate Montana’s next 

generation of leaders. His dedication 
not only resulted in donations for the 
school’s scholarship program, but also 
funding for new school buildings, in-
cluding the Gallagher Business Build-
ing, which opened in 1996, and the 
Gilkey Center for Executive Education, 
which opened earlier this year. 

One of Dean Gianchetta’s most ad-
mired accomplishments is the founding 
of the American Indian Business Lead-
ers. It began at the University of Mon-
tana and, today, has grown to be a na-
tional organization that includes 76 
high schools, colleges, and universities. 
Dean Gianchetta has also helped the 
University of Montana develop new col-
lege majors in marketing and manage-
ment, a minor in business program, 
and six certificates in several different 
areas. 

Dean Larry Gianchetta does not 
boast about the accomplishments he 
has made while at the University of 
Montana School of Business, but they 
can be clearly seen not only on the 
University of Montana campus, but 
also throughout the country. I may be 
a Bobcat, but I recognize the tremen-
dous impact this Grizzly has made on 
our State and our Nation. He will be 
greatly missed at the University of 
Montana, but I am confident that the 
legacy he’s left will be carried on for 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MIRANDA CROSS AND 
KATE KROLICKI 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate two students, 
Miss Miranda Cross and Miss Kate 
Krolicki, who have gone above and be-
yond in their academic pursuits and 
were selected to represent the Silver 
State as delegates of the 54th annual 
United States Senate Youth Program, 
USSYP. This is an incredible accolade, 
recognizing the very best students 
across the Nation, and I extend my 
most sincere congratulations to these 
two Nevadans. 

USSYP was created in 1962 to bring 
excellent students to our Nation’s Cap-
ital to gain knowledge and insight on 
the three branches of government. 
Every year, this program brings 104 
outstanding students to Washington, 
DC, for a weeklong program high-
lighting the Federal Government. Stu-
dents also receive a $5,000 under-
graduate college scholarship to encour-
age them to continue on in their scho-
lastic pursuits. Students selected for 
the program generally fall in the top 1 
percent academically within their 
State. Both Miss Krolicki and Miss 
Cross have excelled in their academic 
ambitions and are certainly deserving 
of the opportunity to attend this 
weeklong program. 

Miss Cross is a student at Reno High 
School and serves on the Washoe Coun-
ty School District’s student advisory 
board. She is a proud member of the 
Future Business Leaders of America, 
taking three State championship titles 
and serving as a national finalist. She 
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